School Prospectus 2018
Welcome to Corby Old Village Primary School
This prospectus will provide you with useful information, enabling you to gain an insight into our
school. However, a visit to the school is the only way to really appreciate the uniqueness of Corby Old
Village Primary School, so please feel welcome to come and look around.
Developing a love of learning is a key focus and this is achieved by delivering a creative, broad,
balanced curriculum, which is continually tailored to the learning needs of our pupils. All staff are
committed to supporting all students to reach their potential.
Equal importance is placed on creating a caring and supportive environment which allows each child
to become confident, self-reliant and able to articulate feelings and ideas. Our close community
ensures all children feel good about themselves and acquire a high level of self-esteem. This strong
sense of community also assists children in developing a positive spiritual and moral responsibility,
being supportive, sensitive and aware of the needs of others.
A strong home-school relationship is essential and thus a working partnership between pupils,
parents and all staff is a great strength of Corby Old Village Primary School. Parental involvement is
encouraged at all levels; from reading with your child daily at home, supporting your child with
homework tasks to sharing your skills by coming into school.
Childhood is a very precious time and, therefore, we are committed to ensuring that all our students
have a positive experience throughout their primary education. By the time they leave our care, all
pupils are ready and prepared to move on to the next phase of their education.
Please contact the school to arrange a visit or if you need any clarification. We look forward to
working in partnership with you.
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Our Aims
We want our children to:


Relish Challenge: set themselves high expectations



Experience varied Opportunities, exploring and questioning



Value and respect themselves and others



Become Proud of who they are



Become Successful, confident learners who achieve their very best

CHALLENGE – every child should expect to meet new challenges every day. We work together to help
them develop the personal skills to overcome them.
OPPORTUNITIES – in giving children varied opportunities we encourage them to explore, question and
set high expectations of themselves.
VALUES – our school values complement those of the home and the wider community. We aim to give
children a strong sense of self-awareness and an understanding of what they can offer to the world inside
and outside school.
PROUD – every child has a unique character which should be respected and nurtured. We encourage
children to be proud of who they are and the talents they have to offer.
SUCCESS – there is no better feeling than success. In all its forms, it should be treasured, respected and
celebrated.

Our Vision
Our vision is for Corby Old Village Primary School to be a vibrant and inspirational community where
everyone is valued equally. We strive to stimulate passion, curiosity, initiative, independence and a
joy of learning.
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About Us
We are a popular school that has grown with our success. Parents choose our school for the care and
guidance we offer our children; our stimulating environment; and the range of exciting learning
opportunities we offer.
At our school we celebrate many achievements – these may be academic, sporting, creative or
personal. We recognise the personal qualities that every individual in our school has.
When asked children said, “the school makes us feel safe and has a lovely friendly atmosphere.”
“Pupils, parents, carers and staff are very proud of Corby Old Village Primary School, which is
strongly led by the headteacher and other leaders.” (Ofsted 2015)
Accommodation and Facilities
Corby Old Village Primary School was founded in 1834 by
William Rowlett, a successful wool merchant from Corby.
The school catered for children from Corby, Stanion,
Brigstock, Weldon, Rockingham and Oakley. The original
building (which is now a private residence) was divided into
a mixed classroom and an infants classroom. As the number
of children increased, a new school building was needed and
the present school was built in 1913 and first opened to
pupils in September 1914.
We are proud of our contemporary, spacious school building. The majority of the building is on a
single level, allowing excellent access for all pupils and adults. We have a hall, a beautiful library,
seven teaching bases, two group rooms, offices, staff room and kitchen pod. Pupils have the use of a
variety of mobile technologies including tablets, laptops and Chromebooks, which all connect to our
wireless network. Each classroom has either its own sink or water fountain. Our Reception
classroom also has its own toilets and a dedicated outside area.
Outside, there is a large grassed field and two hard surface
playgrounds. There are colourful playground markings
and a tyre area, along with wooden play equipment, which
includes climbing walls, balance equipment and a
fireman’s pole. A small woodland area with a wooden
shelter provide additional facilities for outdoor learning.
The dedicated outside area for our Reception pupils
includes a covered study shelter and a large area of hard
standing (filled with resources specific to areas of the
curriculum) as well as a sandpit, water tray and a variety
of large wheeled vehicles.
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School Organisation
We are a single form entry school, our school organisation is as follows:
Age

Year

Key Stage

Class Name

4 – 5 years old

Reception (YR)

Foundation Stage

Pixie

5 – 6 years old
6 – 7 years old

Year 1 (Y1)
Year 2 (Y2)

KS1
KS1

Unicorn
Pegasus

7 – 8 years old
8 – 9 years old
9 – 10 years old
10 – 11 years old

Year 3 (Y3)
Year 4 (Y4)
Year 5 (Y5)
Year 6 (Y6)

KS2
KS2
KS2
KS2

Griffin
Centaur
Dragon
Phoenix

The maximum number of pupils that can be on the roll within our school is 210 and the number of
children in each year group according to our Pupil Admission Number (PAN) is 30. Within each class,
pupils are taught individually, as a group, or as a whole class but always according to their individual
needs and abilities.
“The school is a very calm and orderly community where pupils are known well as individuals.”
(Ofsted 2015)

01536 202359
bursar@covs.northants-ecl.gov.uk
Corby Old Village Primary School, High Street, Corby, Northants, NN17 1UU

www.covp.org.uk

Joini

ng the School
The administration and management of admission arrangements of Corby Old Village Primary School
are dealt with by the School Admissions Team at Northamptonshire County Council. To apply for a
school place you must fill in the online application form which can be found at:
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions
Starting School for the First Time
Starting school is a very important time for you, your child and the school. We
all need to work together to make the transition smooth and rewarding. We
enjoy close links with local preschool and nursery settings and have extensive
arrangements that include: stay and play after school sessions; parents’ meeting;
sport’s day and shuffle-up morning. This provision helps children become
familiar with the surroundings and routines of school.
Pupils will be admitted to Corby Old Village Primary School in the September of
the year in which they are five. We offer full time education for all children from
the beginning of September however this can be flexible if we feel that your child
is not ready for this. A happy start is important for a successful school career.
“The children settle well in the early years because of good links between
school, home and outside nurseries.” (Ofsted 2015)
Joining the School Later On
Sometimes children join the school when the term has started or later on in their school life. We make
every effort to ensure that they are welcomed, looked after, and monitored so that they quickly make
friends and can find their way around the school. Teachers give pupils time to settle in before making
an assessment of their academic ability. This assessment, together with records from the previous
school will enable your child to have the best possible start in our school.
“My children love the school because they know the teachers care for them.” (Parent Survey 2018)
Moving On – Transfer to Secondary School
At the end of their time at primary school, pupils transfer to a number of local secondary schools.
During the summer term staff from the secondary schools visit to talk to Year 6 pupils, and there is
close liaison between the teaching staff of both schools. This is seen as a very positive process
ensuring a smooth transfer. The process for choosing a secondary school usually begins very early in
the Autumn Term in Year 6, and the school communicates this information to parents throughout the
term.
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The Corby Old Village Curriculum
‘What’ we teach
As a school we have devised an individualised ‘Corby Old Village’ Curriculum that meets the
requirements of both the 2014 National Curriculum and the current Early Years Foundation Stage
Framework. In addition we use our children, their interests and the community (which we are proud
to be a part of) to stimulate learning within the wider curriculum. Study of local artists, the local
community and learning with and from local schools through a wide variety of projects, including
sports, maths and science, add richness to the children’s learning experiences.
As a Local Authority school, we use the Northamptonshire Agreed Syllabus to give our children the
opportunity to explore the Christian faith as well as other World Religions in order to support their
spiritual and emotional development.
‘How’ we teach
Teaching is flexible in order to meet the needs of all learners. We use active learning strategies
including Building Learning Power and Philosophy for Children to promote high expectations across
all areas of the curriculum. We recognise the importance of developing confident and articulate
learners, so teach our children the cognitive, linguistic, social and physical aspects of oracy through all
areas of our curriculum.
We expect children to be active and accountable in the learning process including: being ready to
learn, planning and reviewing their learning; and being fully engaged in responding to marking to
know how they can improve.
“Pupils’ self-assess their work identifying ‘what went well’ and ‘even better if’.” (Ofsted 2015)
Reading Scheme
At Corby Old Village Primary School, we use the ‘book
banding’ system to organise children’s reading books. Texts
are grouped, in coloured bands, according to the difficulty of
the text. When a child is learning to read, it is important that
they have access to lots of different kinds of books and a wide
vocabulary. Most reading schemes have their own core
vocabulary and some children can struggle when they are
asked to read something different.
Book banding is designed to help schools grade their reading books across different reading schemes.
At Corby Old Village Primary School, we have books from different reading schemes within each book
band so our children have access to the variety they need whilst still being supported at the right
reading level.
Progress through our reading scheme will not be automatic. Instead we will assess children to ensure
they have secure understanding in all areas of reading – fluency, comprehension and reading
behaviours. From the assessment information, teachers can identify if children are secure within the
band they are currently reading before they are moved to the next coloured band.
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Synthetic Phonics Programme
From a very early stage, children develop an awareness of different sounds in spoken language.
They develop understanding that spoken words are made of different sounds (phonemes) and they
learn to match these phonemes to letters (graphemes). Phonics is about children knowing how letters
link to sounds (graphemes to phonemes), for example, c as in ‘cat’, ll as in ‘fell’, ee as in ‘sheep’.
Children use this phonic knowledge when they are reading and
writing. This approach has been shown to provide a quick and
efficient way for most young children to learn to read words on the
page, fluently and accurately. We want children to develop this skill so
that it becomes automatic. This also greatly helps them with their
spelling.
At Corby Old Village Primary School we use a synthetic phonics programme called ‘Read, Write, Inc.’.
Read, Write, Inc. is divided into three phases, with each phase building on the skills and knowledge of
previous learning. There are no big leaps in learning. Children have time to practise and rapidly
expand their ability to read and spell words. They are also taught to read and spell ‘red’ exception
words, which are spellings that are unusual or that children have not yet been taught.
Curriculum Overview
Our curriculum sets out clearly how we will meet our statutory
obligations but rightly goes beyond this to include the skills and
experiences that we believe prepare our children for their future
challenges in life, taking into account children’s identify as individuals
and their role in our wider community. Our subject overviews outline
our curriculum in more detail. You can find these on our school
website www.covp.org.uk
“The curriculum is varied and very effective in promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development.” (Ofsted 2015)
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Earl

y Years Foundation Stage
The Early Years Curriculum is grounded in active learning. Through practical activities, purposeful
play and talk, pupils develop an understanding of the world and the basic concepts they will need for
their later learning. Parents/carers can play a major role in fostering good attitudes to learning,
developing language skills and promoting good behaviour.
The Early Years Foundation Stage develops children’s personal, social
and emotional well-being; promotes positive attitudes and dispositions
towards their learning; provides opportunities to develop social skills
as well as developing language and communication, reading and
writing, maths, knowledge and understanding of the world; and
physical and creative development.
“Staff have high expectations and make sure that learning is purposeful and well focused. They
provide opportunities for children to play and explore, and make sure that children are suitably
challenged.” (Ofsted 2015)
Foundation Stage Profile
This is an on-going assessment in the Early Years. The aim of the assessment is to give us an
indication of each child’s development in specific areas. The purpose of the profile and the results are
discussed with parents early in the school year and again at the end of the reception year.
National Curriculum Tests (SATs)
At the end of both Key Stage 1 (age 7) and Key Stage 2 (age 11) pupils are required to undertake
Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs). These are summative assessment tests in English and Maths. The
results of these tests are published to parents and Key Stage 2 results are also published nationally.
Home Learning
Throughout the time at Corby Old Village Primary School pupils will be encouraged to spend some
time at home following up learning or completing tasks set by the teacher. Most of the time pupils will
be able to complete the task on their own, but there will be times when they need your help. Some
tasks will require you to work with your child. In addition, pupils are expected to read fives time a
week to an adult at home.
Assessment
Assessment is a continuous process that takes place in all areas
of school life. Through on-going assessment we hope to build a
complete picture of a pupil’s development, not only intellectually,
but emotionally, socially and physically. Assessment can take on
many forms. We assess through discussion and observation, as
well as using more formal procedures such as testing.
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Pupil Support and Pastoral Care
Inclusion – Pupils with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities
At our school we pride ourselves on the inclusive support we provide for all our children. Our aim is
for every child to be a fully equal, fully participating, totally involved class member, valued as an
individual, and recognised for their strengths.
Throughout the school every teacher plans in detail to ensure the correct level of support for each
child in their class. Lessons are differentiated for pupils, which means that whilst all children follow
the same learning objective, the level of both challenge and support in the planned tasks will vary
according to need. Differentiation means that expectations can be adjusted for each child according to
need or ability.
We also recognise that at some times during their learning, some children benefit from short bursts of
additional support for a range of different reasons and needs. In addition to the usual classroom
differentiation, these children are supported with ‘interventions’, which consist of targeted small
groups or individuals working on achieving a specific stated outcome.
These small groups are derived from identifying a common cluster of need (for example improving
handwriting, phonics skills or social confidence), and are identified on their class ‘Provision Map’,
which is reviewed and updated six times a year.
Whilst some of the children receiving this support may be on the special educational needs register,
many are not, and some of the interventions are planned to challenge more able pupils.
Approximately 7% of our children are currently on our special educational needs register although
this fluctuates with the changing needs of individual pupils. Most of the children on our SEN register
are at ‘school support’ level of need. Some pupils, who have a higher level of need, are supported by
an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), which is highly personalised and specific to each
individual.
All children’s progress, attainment and level of support is rigorously monitored, frequently reevaluated and discussed. We regularly evaluate the impact and effectiveness of the support we
provide, and continuously strive to ensure we are targeting all levels of support effectively. We value
our partnership with our parents, and work together to agree outcomes and provision for our
children with additional needs. Effective partnership between home and school helps us achieve the
best possible outcomes for every child in our school, regardless of need.
“Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs benefit from the extra help they
receive. This success is due to the school’s good monitoring, which ensures their individual
learning needs are identified early and appropriate support provided to meet them.” (Ofsted
2015)
Behaviour Management
We have a consistent range of rewards within the school that recognise and celebrate good respectful
behaviour. Whilst behaviour is good in our school, there are times when children show occasional
indiscretions. This is mostly dealt with by the class teacher. More serious incidents are dealt with by
the Headteacher. Full details of our rewards and sanctions can be found in our Behaviour Policy.
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Child Protection Procedures
The Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2018) document states that schools must make
arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Parents/carers should know that the
law (Children Act 1989) requires all school staff to pass on information which gives rise to a concern
about a child’s welfare, including risk from neglect, physical, emotional or sexual abuse. The staff will
seek, in general, to discuss any concerns with the parent/carer, and where possible seek their consent
to a referral to Social Care. This will only be done where such discussion will not place the child at
increased risk of significant harm. Schools will seek advice from Social Care when they have
reasonable cause to suspect a child may be suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.
Occasionally, concerns are passed on which are later shown to be unfounded. Parents/carers will
appreciate that the designated person for child protection was carrying out their responsibilities in
accordance with the law and acting in the best interests of all children. The Designated Safeguarding
Leads in school are Miss Thomas (Headteacher) and Mrs Lowe (Deputy Headteacher). There is also a
Designated Safeguarding Governor.
“Pupils feel safe at all times because of the school’s strong procedures to promote their welfare
and safety.” (Ofsted 2015)
School Hours
Morning session

8.45am – 12.00pm

Afternoon session

1.00pm – 3.00pm

All pupils have a morning break of fifteen minutes.
School Meals
All children in Years Reception, One and Two are entitled to a free school meal, regardless of family
income or circumstances. Our provider of school meals is Love Food. Each day there is a choice of a
meat or vegetarian hot meal; jacket potato with a choice of fillings; a packed lunch with either a wrap
or a sandwich, with a choice of fillings. All school dinners must be pre-ordered online, menus are sent
out termly which can be returned to school.
Extra-Curricular Activities
The school offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities after school until 4.15pm (Tues – Thurs).
We review the clubs regularly so that the needs of our current pupils are met, but they can include:
Football; Netball; Musical Theatre; Lego Club; Volleyball; Outdoor Games; Art; and Sign Language.
Breakfast Club runs from 8.00am – 8.45am. Children will be offered a healthy breakfast and once
finished they have a variety of indoor activities available prior to their class registration.
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